
Revelation 13:1-14:5 
 

13 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns 

and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, 
and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great 
authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole 
earth marvelled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to 
the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name 
and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was 
allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And 
authority was given it over every tribe and people and language 
and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 
whose name has not been written before the foundation of the 
world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone 
has an ear, let him hear: 

10 If anyone is to be taken captive, 
    to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
    with the sword must he be slain. 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 

11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It 
exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the 
first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down from 
heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it 
deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword 
and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might 
even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes 
all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the 
forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number 
of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for 
it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. 

14 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name 

and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their 
harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the 
elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these 
who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever 
he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth 
no lie was found, for they are blameless.



Revelation 13:1-14:5 
 
“Know thy enemy,” Sun Tzu, the Art of War 
 
 
 
 
1) Recognise your enemies and resist (13:1-13:18) 
 

The Sea-Beast: the hostile world system (v1-10) 
 

It’s not obvious 
 
 
 
 
Resistance seems pointless 
 
 
 
 

The Land-beast: the deceitful propaganda machine (v11-18) 
 

It gives religious backing  
 
 
 
 
It gives economic backing  
 
 
 
 

2)…because those who resist have a glorious destiny (14:1-5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coffee Questions  
 

- In what ways are you currently aware of the battle we’re in? 
 

- What difference does it make seeing how our present battles are part of a story stretching 
from before the foundation of the world into eternity future? 


